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THE WASHINGTON POST 
15 June 1983 


Lame Satellite 
Blinded U.S., 
Sen. Glenn Says 


STAT 


By Martin Schram , ‘“ W * *anV.dictate what happens in every one of 

C ^utunfton Pon butr Writer *1 gOWBnilXISntS." 

Sen. John Glenn, .* thinfrtlre- jhetoric of this administration as it 

presidential candidate, said yester-- regarc k' L- the communist threat is way over- 
day. that* satellite malfunction -and “• • • This administration has ' 

the loss of ILS. bases in Iran had lefty**™' “hkhig everything into some sinister 
the United States “blind” and tmablei^^^^ 

to monitor Soviet missile testing ad-y&.There-are' firom 5,000 to .7,000 ;guertiQaa. oper- 
equatefy when the Carter oJmm ia. atmg in, thef hlHs of El Salvador. Glenn said; “and 
tration *was trying to convince the/^t^h-ef tKemare dedicated Marxist-Leninists.” 
Senate do ratify <the SALT. B arms ®ut- president j^leagan and his advisers, =Glenn 
control-treaty. ^said^cohjure up visions of all of them marching • 

-j 1 . 


“We were blind for the better part 
of two years.* Glenn said, defending 
his prominent role in blocking rat- 
ification of the treaty. An aide to the 
Ohio Democrat later amended that, 
saying the satellite problem was cor 
rected in six to nine months. 


* »> * v 7 - — r viiujg 

►across the-Rio-Grande and scare our people of this 
-country, half to death.” ...... 

Glenn said right-wing forces in El Salvador 
have caused far more deaths than the communist- 
backed guerrillas and that he would require the 
government there to do something .about it in 

j order to receive 1 further American aid. 

A former senior Carter adminis- There have “been 30,000 persons killed Jn Et 
trationjofficral labeled Glenn’s com- , Salvador .since 1979, Glenn said, and two-thirds 

a ° n rT5°iu CaI Twere JdUedby-rightrwingtdeath squads of para- 
ImJ!* conceded there military groups, operating maybe not under the 

’ scrut * n > ,> ' 0 L 4he govemmlnt, L with .impunity, 

withers -and reporters ^of-TheL T ^ me " dment 

Washington- Post, alsTcharged^that ! E ! S ^ v f ^ “Present IIS. offi- 

Prestdent ^Reagan has “overstated”. ? w ‘th a pian bv Oct 1 on how they intend to 
the communist threat in Central ln the right-wing forces. If El Salvador fails 
Americal ... t “ move against the conservative death squads, he 

-He W%e yrould not senditSr ^ ‘ t * ie next -step is cutting off aid . . . that is. 
troops;there~as'president even IPEty one -option we would have.” ■ - . - 

Salvador was about to fall -to com--' . tilenn also criticized Reagan’s policy of provid- 
munist-backed guerrillas. And ; be : ’ ,n ® covert a ^. t0 the forces fighting the leftist gov- 
said die. di^ not think the United ernment of Nicaragua. 

States 'should send troops into they • .- 0 not like going in under the guise of inter- 
region if Nicaragua invades_T>ei^h-*-. ce P^ n S weapons flow [from Nicaragua to El Sal- 
boring Honduras. ! vadorj and trying to overthrow the government 

“I don’t think you want to involve-, there, w hen we pledged we will not do that at the 
American troops ...” Glemraaid:} -° A S [Organization of -American States],” he said. 


“ITiatl uiiucrrames our cretUDUity with the other 
OAS members.” - >.*•. . 

CA 9 1 ® n 5 now supports ^Senate ratification of the 
SALT H treaty because problems with its satellite- 
and ground station verification have been recti- 
fied.- Glam bad contended publicly that the loss 
of the bases in Iran seriously hampered US. ety 
forts to monitor Soviet testing .and. -thns T verify, 
that they -were complying with the pact But, be 
said yesterday, the malfunction of the US. aateL- 
lite meant that the American monitoring cap&bil- 
•itywas essentially “blind.” .• 

.At- the time, top level Carter administration 
officials maintained that the satellite could be 
_ made to function in a matter of months, which is 
’what eventually happened. They also said that 
ground monitoring stations in Turkey and Alas- 
ka-plus the establishment of a diplomatically 
sensitive monitoring station inside China— would 
provide adequate verification. 

•Congressional sources said that Glenn was 
briefed on the satellite reconnaissance issue by the 
CIA and was told there was a problem. They re- 
- ported that the primary system had “gone out”, 
and they were trying to -activate a backup on 

board. But that began to ‘’short out” . T _. 

At one point, they turned the satellite off -and 
then began to operate it “a .little bit at a time,” 1 
one source said. He said this took about six to 
mine months. 

It is true that the overall capability . . . was 
somewhat degraded,” said - the former senior Car-' 
ter administration official. “We said the degrada- 
tion was temporary We had some satellite i 

monitoring capability Then we got some j 

more back in six to eight months. We-had what 
we needed to know. Nothing slipped by.” • ■ •- 

A top military official said, “We clearly had a 
diminished capability .... But it was not a com- 
plete failure, and we were never blind.". 

Staff writer Michael Getler contributed to this 
report. - V ~ 
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